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Numipa coronata, G. R. Gray. Crowned Guinea-fowl. 

In 1844 Mr. G. R. Gray (List B. Br. Mus. iii. p. 29) gave 
this name to a South-African Guinea-fowl, which differs from 
the true Numida mitrata (No. 519 of Mr. Layard’s catalogue) 
in the markings of the neck and wings, and more conspicuously 
in the shape of the casque, which is broad throughout instead 
of being narrowed to a point at the upper end as in N. mitrata. 
Mr. Layard does not include N. coronata in his catalogue; but 
Mr. Gray has recently informed me that a further comparison 
of specimens has confirmed his view as to its specific distinct- 
ness, and I have recently received an example of it from Natal*. 


539. STRUTHIO AUSTRALIS, nob. Southern Ostrich. 

Mr. Layard, in his notice of the South-African Ostrich, re- 
marks that it ‘is now recognized as distinct from the North- 
African bird, to which probably the name of ‘camelus? was 
originally given.” The name Struthio camelus was given by 

* [This species is not recognized by Mr. Sclater in his list of the genus 


(P. Z. S. 1863, pp. 125, 126), and does not appear to have been described. 
| —Eb.] 
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Linneus to the Ostrich of Syria and Arabia, with which the 
Ostrich of North Africa is supposed to be identical; but I 
believe that the South-African Ostrich has as yet received no 
specific name ; and as this is inconvenient, I would suggest that 
it should bear that of “ australis,’ which I have here applied 
to it. 

The distinction between the Ostriches of North and South 
Africa, and also between the eggs of the two, has been pointed 
out by Mr. P. L. Sclater in his paper on the Struthious birds 
in the Zoological Gardens (Trans. Zool. Soc. iv. p. 35-4), to 
which I refer my readers for further information on this subject. 


550. ŒDICNEMUS MACULOSUS, Temm. Spotted Thicknee. 


(ipICNEMUS SENEGALENSIS, Swains. Senegal Thicknee. 

Mr. Layard, though he refers to the latter of these two 
birds (p. 288, note), does not give it a place in his Catalogue ; 
it is nevertheless, like its congener, a regular migrant to the 
colony of Natal, where, according to the observations of Mr. 
Ayres (Ibis, 1860, p. 217, and 1865, p. 270), both species 
appear on the coast in the month of June. I am also in- 
formed by this gentleman that he has met with Œ. maculosus 
in the Transvaal. 

Some remarks on the special affinity of Œ. senegalensis to 
the genus Æsacus will be found in the passage last referred to. 


555. GLAREOLA NORDMANNI, Fischer. Black-winged Pra- 
tincole. (Plate VIII.) 

Under the head of Ciconia alba (p. 314) Mr. Layard quotes 
a communication from Mrs. Barber, in which that lady refers to 
the breeding-places of the “ Small Locust-bird,” the name given, 
Mr. Layard tells us, by the colonists to this species. It is there- 
fore to be hoped that he will be able to obtain from his corre- 
spondent some further particulars as to its nidification, and will 
favour the readers of ‘The Ibis’ with such information as he 
may acquire on the subject. 

As this species has not hitherto been satisfactorily figured *, 


* [The figures illustrating the original description of this bird (Bull. 
Soe. Imp. Nat. Moscou, xv. (1842) tab. ii.) only show the more impor- 
tant details. M. Gerbe (Orn. Eur. ii. p. 112) thinks it may be represented 


| 
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the accompanying representation of it by Mr. Wolf will not be 
unacceptable to ornithologists. The drawing is taken from a 
Natal specimen belonging to the Museum at King’s Lynn. 


GLAREOLA PRATINCOLA (Linn.). Collared Pratincole. 

This species is not included in Mr. Layard’s Catalogue; but 
a single example of it was transmitted to me from Natal by 
Mr. Ayres, as previously recorded in this Journal (1863, 
p. 329). 


558. Hortorrerus armatus, Jard. & Selby. Black-and- 
white Spur-wing Plover. 


559. HOPLOPTERUS ALBICEPS (Temm.). 

Charadrius albiceps of Temminck and Laugier (PI. Col. 526) 
is identical with Hoplopterus armatus of Jardine and Selby (IN. 
Orn. pl. 54), and therefore distinct from Vanellus albiceps 
Gould (P. Z. S. 1834, p. 45), (Lobivanellus albiceps, Strick]. 
P. Z. S. 1841, p. 33; Sarciophorus albiceps, Fraser, Zool. Typ. 
pl. 64), with which Mr. Layard has identified it. 


567. /ÆGIALITES HIATICULA (Linn.). Common Ringed 
Plover. 


JEGIALITES INTERMEDIUS (Ménétriés). Intermediate Ringed 
Plover. 

I am desirous of calling attention to a note in ‘The Ibis’ for 
1865 (p. 465, note), from which it seems that the Ringed 
Plover from Natal, recorded by me (Ibis, 1860, p. 218) under 
the name of Ægialites hiaticula, agrees with the peculiar race 
which seems to have been first observed in England by Mr. G. 
D. Rowley, who met with it near Brighton (Ibis, 1860, p. 101), 
and which is believed to be identical with that to which Mé- 
nétriés assigned the specific name of intermedius. 


575. BALEARICA REGULORUM (Licht.). Southern Crowned 
Crane. 


by Werner (Atl. Ois. d’Eur.), though under the name of C. torquata (se. 
pratincola). It has recently been figured, but on a very small seale, by 
Dr. Fritsch (Vég. Eur. tab. 33. figs. 9, 10) as G. pallasi. We have been 
unable to find the plate mentioned by Dr. Bree (B. Eur, iv. pp. 1, 3), who 
does not himself figure it, as having been given by Pallas.—Ep.] 

T2 
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Mr. Ayres met with a single nest of this species during a 
journey from Natal to Potchefstroom, performed in the month 
of December, which, he says, was of a conical form, built in a 
swamp, aud placed in about the same depth of water as the nests 
of the Crested Coot (Fulica cristata), which it also resembled in 
the rushes that had been chosen as materials for its construc- 
tion. Mr. Ayres adds that he thinks the nest was begun in 
shallower water, and added to as the season advanced and the 
water increased in depth. Mr. Tristram informs me that an 
ege taken from this nest and sent to him by Mr. Ayres, is 
white, with a green lining-membraue, that its texture is glossy, 
and its size about that of the egg of a Goose. 


576. ARDEA GoLIATH, Temm. Goliath Heron. 


This fine Heron is a regular inhabitant of the bays and 
mouths of rivers in Natal, and is recorded as such by Mr. 


Ayres (Ibis, 1860, p. 220). 


581. ARDEA BUBULCUS, Sav. Buff-backed Heron. 


This species is an inhabitant of the colony of Natal, as re- 
corded by Mr. Ayres (Ibis, 1863, p. 330) ; and I have received 
it thence both in breeding and in non-breeding plumage. Mr. 
Ayres informs me that he has also met with it in the Transvaal. 


590. ARDETTA STURMI (Wagl.). Sturm’s Heron. 

Mr. G. R. Gray informs me that, on comparing the type- 
specimen (which he considers to be somewhat immature) of Sir 
Andrew Smith’s Cancrophagus gutturalis (Rep. Exp. C. Afr. 
p. 57) with a West-African specimen of Wagler’s Ardea sturmi 
(Syst. Av. fol. 12, p. 14. sp. 37) in the British Museum, he has 
arrived at the same conclusion as that adopted by Mr. Layard, 
namely, that the two are specifically identical. ‘This being the 
case, Sir Andrew’s name, which was published in 1836, must 
give way to that bestowed by. Wagler in 1827. 

A specimen of this rare Heron, sent to me by Mr. Ayres from 
Natal, was recorded in ‘ The Ibis’ (1860, p. 221). 


592. Nycticorax criszus (Linn.). European Night-Heron. 
The European Night-Heron has been sent to me from Natal, 
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as recorded in ‘The Ibis’ (1865, p. 272); and Mr. Ayres has 
also met with it in the Transvaal. 

Two of these birds, which were confined in an enclosure in the 
gardens of the Zoological Society of London, having been im- 
perfectly pinioned, became able, after a time, to fly tolerably, 
but did not desert the gardens and the adjacent park, where 
they have roamed at pleasure for the last two years; they have, 
however, acquired a bad character at the gardens for frequently 
devouring newly hatched chickens. One of these individuals, 
which I observed walking leisurely along the slender upper bar 
of an iron railing, some three yards in length, preserved his 
balance most perfectly, keeping his body nearly parallel to the 
horizontal iron bar, and not in any way resorting to the aid of 
his wings. 


594, PLaATALEA TENUIROSTRIs, Temm.* — Slender-billced 
Spoonbill. 


It is stated by Vierthaler (Naumannia, 1857, p. 110) that 
this Spoonbill breeds on the White Nile near Chartum, building 
on trees and laying greenish-white eggs. Mr. Ayres has met 
with this species in the Transvaal as well as in Natal. 


597. SPHENORNHYNCHUS ABDIMI (Licht.). Abdiim’s Stork. 


The Sennaar travellers, Vierthaler and Brehm, met with this 
Stork breeding in that country in the month of June. 

The journal of the former (Naumannia, 1856, p. 75), under 
the date of 12 June, records the following note :— The road to 
Belled Kerreri leads along the bank of the Nile, and is tolerably 
rich in trees. This large village extends for about half a league 
along the left bank, consisting of ‘toguls’ of straw &c., which 
are mostly adorned with one or more Ostrich’s eggs. Augustus 
climbed some mimosas to examine the nests of Ciconia abdimi, 

* (P. alba and P. cristata, Scopoli (Faun. et Fl. Insubr. ii. p. 92), and 
P. tenuirostris, Temminck (Man. d’Orn, i. p. ciii, and ii. p. 594), having 
been established on the “Spatule blanche” and “Spatule hupée” of 
Sonnerat (Voy. N. Guin. pls. 51, 52), which, as Prof. Sehlegel remarks 
(Mus. P.-B., Ciconie, p. 22), were doubtless obtained in Africa, and not 
in the Philippine Islands, there can be no hesitation as to one of the first 
mentioned names having the priority. The name & P, luzoniensis, Seopoli,” 
seems to be an invention of Bonaparte’s (Consp. Av. ii, p M8.)— En. | 
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in spite of the objections of the natives. These nests stand 
cither singly or several together on one tree; they are propor- 
tionatcly of insignificant size, and contained from three to four 
bluish-white, fine-grained, and beautifully shaped oval eggs, 
which were still unhatched.” 

Dr. A. Brehm’s journal (Journ. für Orn. 1856, pp. 412, 413) 
refers, under the same date,to this Stork in the following terms:— 
“This bird, especially seeking the presence of men, confidingly 
perches on the tops of those peculiar, round, wedge-shaped straw 
huts of the interior of Africa, adorned with eggs of the Ostrich, 
and here called ‘tokahl;’ the dweller in the hut rejoices in 
these ‘ birds of blessing,’ as he calls them, and protects them 
from foreign disturbance; in fact he offers the same perfect hos- 
pitality to every bird which establishes its nest near his dwelling. 
In the Storks’ nests the chattering host of House-Sparrows 
build their nests; on the lower bushes, at hardly man’s height, 
are seen many old nests of Turtledoves. 

“ I sent my servant Aali, in spite of his opposition, up the trees 
to fetch me down eggs of the Storks. He brought me many, three 
or four from each nest. The eggs are rather large, 24” to 30" 
long, round, and bluish-white; when they are blown they ap- 
pear almost pure white. The Arabs raised a cry of murder, that 
we disturbed their holy birds, ‘Simbere,’ and invoked the curse 
and punishment of heaven upon Aali and me, which brought 
him quite to rage and despair. 

“ Ofall the nests examined (about twenty in number) only six 
were occupied ; on the other nests the birds were still building. 
Many trees were bedecked with several nests.” 

Dr. von Heuglin (Ibis, 1861, p. 70) describes this Stork as 
frequenting the plains of Scnnaar after the grass has been burnt, 
in quest of “ half-roasted grasshoppers ;” and Sir Samuel Baker 
informs me that it is to this species that reference is made in 
the following extract from his recent ‘Nile Tributaries of 
Abyssinia’ (2nd ed. pp. 547, 548). 

“ During the march over a portion of the country which had 
been cleared by burning we met a remarkably curious hunting- 
party. A number of the common black and white Storks were 
hunting for grasshoppers and other insects, but mounted on the 
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back of each Stork was a large copper-coloured Flycatcher, 
which, perched like a rider on his horse, kept a bright look-out 
for insects, which from its elevated position it could easily dis- 
cover upon the ground. I watched them for some time : when- 
ever the Storks perceived a grasshopper or other winged insect, 
they chased them on foot, but if they missed their game the 
Flycatchers darted from their backs and flew after the insects 
like Falcons, catching them in their beaks and then returning 
to their steeds to look out for another opportunity.” 

I also learn from Sir Samuel that a similar scene was sub- 
sequently witnessed by Dr. von Heuglin ; and he further informs 
me that the “copper-coloured Flycatcher”? mentioned in the 
above passage is a long-tailed bird, nearly as large as a Magpie 
—a description which perhaps agrees with Lamprotornis eytoni 
(Fraser), the Abyssinian representative, according to Dr. Hart- 
laub (J. f. O. 1859, pp. 9-11), of the western L. enea (Gmel.), 
no. 336 of Mr. Layard’s work. 


599. LEPTOPTILUS CRUMENIFERUS (Cuv.). African Marabu. 


Mr. Ayres informs me that he has observed in the Transvaal 
a bird which, from his account, I believe to be of this species ; 
but the fact of its being so not having as yet been ascertained 
with precision, I merely mention the circumstance as indicative 
of a locality where such a bird exists, and with the view of 
drawing the attention of South-African naturalists to its more 
precise identification. 


604. Isis atuiorica (Lath.). Sacred Ibis. 


I cannot agree with Mr. Layard in referring the Sacred Ibis 
to the genus Geronticus, from which it appears to me to be very 
distinct. It surely must have been the intention of the founder 
of the genus Jbis to retain within it the only species to which the 
name, as a common name, was properly applicable, the species 
which was an object of reverence among the old Egyptians. 
Since Savigny’s time there has been no doubt what that species 
was; and therefore I should be inclined to consider the guar- 
dian bird of this Journal the type of the genus Zbis, under the 


name above given. 
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This species occurs in Natal as a winter visitor, as recorded in 
‘The Ibis’ (1865, p. 275) ; and Mr. Ayres informs me that he 
has also met with it in the Transvaal. 

According to the accounts given by Vierthaler, who met with 
it on the White Nile, it there builds on mimosa trees, nesting in 
great companies during the months of August, September, and 
October (Naumannia, 1853, p. 22). On the Blue Nile it was 
also numerous, building on trees standing in the middle of the 
water (op. cit. 1857, p. 107). 


605. GERONTICUS HAGEDASH (Lath.). Hagedash Ibis. 

The observations of Mr. Ayres on the nidification and other 
habits of this species in Natal are recorded in ‘ The Ibis’ (1865, 
p. 274). It was also met with in Sennaar by Dr. A. Brehm, 
who gives (Journ. fiir Orn. 1858, p. 330) the following lively 
accounts of its habits of roosting as observed in that country :— 
“Towards evening he [this species] begins to think of his night 
quarters, single trees standing close to the river or on islands. 
Here he meets his Sacred cousin, the ‘Insatiable’ [ Tantalus 
ibis ?], the Marabu, the Spoonbill, one or other of the Pelicans, 
and similar company ; frequently also a flock of monkeys, with 
whom he then vies in roaring till a late hour of the night. A 
monkey will sometimes amuse himself by trying to catch the 
Ibis by his tuft or by otherwise annoying him; then, indeed, he 
can be heard roar! He rises, shrieks as if he were spitted, 
circles round the tree several times, and again sweeps back to 
his place, when the monkey is perhaps mischievous enough once 
more to disturb his bedfellow, and the old row begins afresh, 
although the patriarch of the monkey-horde has several times, 
with his deep gurgling tones, admonished the offenders to keep 
the peace.” 


620. TRINGA canutus, Linn. Knot. 

The most southerly examples of this bird which have come 
under my notice were two which were obtained in Walvisch Bay 
by my late lamented friend Mr. C. J. Andersson, on 20th Oc- 
tober and 4th November, 1863. The first of these specimens 
retained some remains of the breeding-plumage, the second 
scarcely any. 
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GALLINAGO MAJOR (Gmel.). Solitary Snipe. 


This Snipe, though not included in Mr. Layard’s catalogue, 
is a regular migrant to Natal, where it arrives in September and 
October, and leaves in January or February, as before mentioned 
in this Journal (1861, p. 134). Mr. Ayres has also met with 
it in the Transvaal, but informs me that it is less frequent in its 
occurrence there than it is in Natal. 


624, GALLINAGO ZQUATORIALIS, Rüpp. Black-quilled Snipe. 

Mr. G. R. Gray informs me that, after a comparison of spe- 
cimens in the British Museum, he agrees with Mr. Layard in 
considering Gallinago nigripennis of Bonaparte to be identical 
with G. eguatorialis of Rüppell. 

I have included this species under the former name in two of 
my lists of the birds of Natal (Ibis, 1864, p. 355, and 1868, 
p. 51). 


631. Ratius aquaticus, Linn. Water-Rail. 


It may be worth while mentioning that I have scen this spe- 
cies from Damara Land as well as from Natal. 


OrtyGoMETRA PYGMÆA (Vieill.).  Baillon’s Crake. 

This species, which is not included in Mr. Layard’s cata- 
logue, inhabits the colony of Natal, as recorded by Mr. Ayres 
(Ibis, 1865, p. 273). The late Mr. Andersson also met with it 
in Damara Land, where he found its nest “repeatedly ” (c/f. 


Proc. Zool. Soc. 1864, p. 7). 


636. CORETHRURA RUFICOLLIS (J. E. Gray). Jardine’s 
Crake. 

This species is found in Natal, as recorded in ‘ The Ibis’ for 
1859 (p. 249) ; and I am informed by Mr. Ayres that it also 
occurs in the Transvaal. 


643. Furca cristata, Gmel. Crested Coot. 

Mr. Ayres, in travelling from Natal to Potchefstroom in the 
month of December, found this Coot breeding so abundantly on 
the larger lagoons that he and his companion collected six hundred 
of its eggs ina single day. Most of the nests contained from 
three to five eggs each. 
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651. Casarca cana (Gmel.). South-African Shell-duck. 


There can be no doubt that this species is quite distinct from 
the more northern Casarca rutila, with which Mr. Layard iden- 
tifies it, as witness Mr. G. R. Gray (Gen. B. App. p. 27), Mr. 
P. L. Sclater (Proc. Zool. Soc. 1864, p. 190), and Prof. Schlegel 
(Mus. des Pays-Bas, Anseres, p. 67). 


657. QUERQUEDULA HOTTENTOTTA, A. Smith. Hottentot 
Teal. 
This bird inhabits the colony of Natal (Ibis, 1862, p. 154). 


686. STERNA CANTIACA, Gmel. Sandwich Tern. 

In European specimens of this Tern there does not appear to 
be any difference of coloration between the sexes, when in the 
same state of plumage, unless perhaps that the male in the 
breeding-season has more of a roseate blush on the breast than 
the female. The male bird deseribed by Mr. Layard appears to 
be in the breeding dress, and the female m winter plumage. 


687. STERNA VELOX, Rüpp. Swift Tern. 


688. STERNA GALERICULATA, Licht. Crested Tern. 

Mr. G. R. Gray informs me that he is not satisfied of the 
identity (as assumed by Mr. Layard) of the Sterna beryi of 
Lichtenstein with the velox of Rüppell, and is disposed rather 
to identify the former with S. galericulata (S. cristata, Swains.). 

Mr. Layard says that Sterna galericulata “ may easily be dis- 
tinguished ” from S. velox “ by the black of the head being con- 
tinued down to the bill,? whereas the latter “has a broad white 
forehead.” Dr. Hartlaub, on the contrary (Orn. Westafr. p. 
254) describes S. galericulata as “ fronte et vertice albis.” This 
discrepancy leads me to suppose that this species is subject to a 
seasonal change similar to that to which I have alluded in the 
case of S. cantiaca. 


STERNA MACRURA, Naum. Arctic Tern. 


659. STERNA BRACHYPUS, Swains. 


Mr. G. R. Gray informs me that the British Museum contains 
a Tern from the Cape of Good Hope which agrees with Swain- 
son’s description of Sterna brachypus, but that the latter docs 
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not appear to differ from European specimens of S. macrura, of 
which it may therefore be considered a synonym. 


STERNA FLUVIATILIS, Naum. Common Tern. 

The British Museum possesses two Terns from the Cape of 
Good Hope which appear to belong to this species rather than 
to its closely allied intertropical representative, Sterna seneya- 
lensis, Swains. Mr. G. R. Gray. informs me that one of these 
specimens was sent over by Mr. Layard under the name of 
Sterna brachypus, Swains. 


692. Popicers nigricoLiis (Gmel.) ? Eared Grebe? 

It is now pretty generally admitted that the Podiceps auritus 
of Linneus is the species which has been more commonly known 
as P. cornutus, while the P. auritus of authors is the P. nigricollis 
of Gmelin. The only South-African example of this Grebe which 
has come under my notice is a female in breeding-plumage, which 
was obtained in the Transvaal by Mr. Ayres, by whom it was sent 
to the Rev. H. B. Tristram, together with its eggs. 

This bird differs from specimens of Podiceps nigricollis ob- 
tained in various localities north of the tropics in the paler 
colour of its car-tufts, as well as in its smaller dimensions, and 
especially in its shorter bill. Mr. Tristram informs me that its 
eggs are also smaller than the average size of the eggs of more 
northern specimens, though not smaller than some exceptional 
examples of the latter which are contained in his collection. 

The following Table will show the disparity in size between 
the specimen sent from the Transvaal and three others from dif- 
ferent localities with which it has been compared :— 


ae a ee 
No. 1. From Algeria .... 53125 in. 1:46 in. 1:25 in. 
mo , Galile .... 525 1:75 1:25 
me. S “Od .... 475 1:62 1:25 
5 4 5, Transvaal 4°75 15 1 


It will be interesting to ascertain, by a comparison of addi- 
tional South-African specimens, whether these smaller dimensions 
arc constant amongst them, and also whether they are common 
to both sexes. 
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Mr. Ayres writes that in the Transvaal this Grebe “ breeds 
in December, in most of the shallow lagoons, in from two to 
three feet of water, amongst the rushes. The nests, which float 
on the water, are formed of a mass of rushes built in a conical 
form, about a foot in diameter and two or three inches out of the 
water. On leaving the nest, the old bird always carefully covers 
the eggs with rushes; and any person unacquainted with this 
habit would pass the nest as an unsightly heap of rotten weed. 
The eggs, from three to five in number, are frequently much 
discoloured from being half immersed in water; but this does 
not appear in any way to injure them or to prevent them from 
hatching in the usual way. The young birds are beautiful little 
downy creatures, striped brown and black on the back, and white 
and black on the chin and throat, their bodies being pure white.” 


700. GracuLus AFRICANUS (Gmel.). Long-tailed Cormo- 
rant. 

This Cormorant inhabits the freshwater lagoons on the coast 
of Natal, as has been recorded in ‘ The Ibis’ (1862, p. 15-4) ; and 
Mr. Ayres has also met with it in the ‘Transvaal. 


701. PELECANUS ONOCROTALUS, Linn. 


702. PELECANUS RUFESCENS, Lath. 

Mr. Blyth has pointed out (Ibis, 1867, p. 178) that the name 
onocrotalus has been assigned by different writers to two distinct 
species of Pelican—the one with a long occipital crest and a pe- 
culiar tumid appearance of the feathers of the forehead, the 
other wanting these characters. On the other hand, Mr. P. L. 
Sclater, in a recent communication to the Zoological Society 
(14th May, 1868), appears to consider these two forms merely 
different ages of the same species. As living birds of both are 
now in the Society’s Gardens, it may be hoped that the matter 
will soon be settled. 

The crested form appears to be that which Mr. Layard includes 
under the name P. onocrotalus ; and it is also that which I for- 
merly called P. mitratus, Licht. (Ibis, 1861, p. 185), which 
name, in Mr. Sclater’s opinion, is more probably a synonym of 
P. minor, Rüpp., a species, so far as I know, not yet obtained in 
South Africa. 
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In either case, I think Mr. Layard in error in citing P. minor 
and P. mitratus as synonyms respectively of P. onocrotalus and P. 
rufescens, which latter belongs to a different section of the genus ; 
and I may add that it appears very doubtful whether P. philip- 
pensis, which he also quotes as identical with P. rufescens, really 
is so; but on this point I would refer to Mr. Blyth’s remarks 
above mentioned. 


98. Hatcyon cyanorevca, Vieill. Angola Kingfisher. 

I am indebted to Mr. R. B. Sharpe (who, being engaged ona 
monograph of the Alcedinide, has paid great attention to the 
birds of this family) for the correction of an error, which did not 
reach me in time for notice of it to be taken in its proper place. 
In my “ Seventh additional List of Birds from Natal ” I men- 
tioned a Kingfisher from the Monocusi River under the name of 
Halcyon senegalensis ; and this species has in consequence been 
included in Mr. Layard’s Catalogue. This bird, on closer exa- 
mination, proves to belong to the allied but more southern spe- 
cies H. cyanoleuca of Vieillot (N. Dict. vol. xix. p. 401), the di- 
stinctive characters of which have been well pointed out by Dr. 
Hartlaub (Orn. Westafr. p. 31); and to them I would refer my 
readers in preference to repeating the descriptions he has there 
supplied. 

In conclusion, I cannot but express the hope that Mr. Layard’s 
volume will give a permanent impetus to the study of South- 
African ornithology, especially on the spot—a result which na- 
turalists in this country will, I am persuaded, be anxious to 
promote, either by reference to specimens preserved in the 
museums of Great Britain, or by contributing in any other way 
they may be able towards the identification of South-African 
species and to the elucidation of their synonymy where it still 
remains doubtful or obscure. 


*4* [Additional Notes on Mr. Layard’s ‘ Birds of South Africa’ 


It seems advisable to draw attention to the fact (since 
Mr. Gurney has not noticed it) that Mr. Layard, though pro- 
fessedly confining himself to notices of those species which are 
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said to occur south of the twenty-eighth parallel of latitude, has 
included several which appear to have been only met with north 
of that line. So far as we can judge, they were all found by 
Sir Andrew Smith during his exploring expedition in the years 
1834-6 ; and most of them were originally described by him in 
the appendix to the “ Report of the Expedition for Exploring 
Central Africa from the Cape of Good Hope, &c. Cape Town: 
1836 ” (8vo, pp. 68), a tract which has now become very rare *. 
Our readers will therefore probably not object to our placing 
before them a list of these species, to the names of which we 
prefix Mr. Layard’s numbers; and though some of them have 
been received by him from a higher latitude than any mentioned 
by Sir Andrew, yet in no single case has any of these species 
been thereby brought within the prescribed limits. It is only 
necessary to observe that the latitude of Kuruman is about 
27° 28', that of Latakoo 27° 1’, and of Kurrichaine 25° 42’, 


181. AEDON PAENA; Erythropygia paena, A.Smith, Rep.p.46. 
Between Latakoo and the tropic (Smith); Kuruman (Layard). 


236+. TURDUS LIBONYANA; Merula libonyana, A. Smith, 
Rep. p. 45. 

About and beyond Kurrichaine (Smith), “I have never see 
a specimen from any part of the colony, or as far north as my 
friends have penetrated” (Layard). 


239. Turpus osscurus; Merula obscura, A. Smith, Rep. 
p. 45. 

Towards the sources of the Orange River (Smith); Kuruman 
(Layard). 

249. BESSORNIS HUMERALIS, A. Smith, Rep. p. 46. 

Banks of the Marikwa, and found from lat. 26° S. to the 
Tropic (Smith); Kuruman (Layard). 

251. CRATEROPUS JARDINIJ, A. Smith, Rep. p. 45. 

Beyond Kuvrichaine (Smith); Kuruman (Layard) f. 

* We only know of two copies: one is in the library of the Colonial 
Office, the second in that of the Zoological Society. 

+ “336” Layard errore. 

{ Mr. Gurney tells us that he has just received this species from Natal. 
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313. Prionors TALACOMA, A. Smith, Rep. p. 45. 
Between Latakoo and the Tropic (Smith). 


318. EURYCEPHALUS ANGUITIMENS, A. Smith, Rep. p. 52. 


Between Latakoo and the Tropie (Smith); “I have not seen 
it from any locality further south than Damaraland ” (Layard) ! 


322. Lantarius SIMILIS; Malaconotus similis, A. Smith, 
Rep. p. 44. 
Beyond Kurrichaine (Smith). 


354. TEXTOR NIGER; Bubalornis niger, A. Smith, Rep. p. 52 
(1836) ; Textor erythrorhynchus, Id. Il. Zool. S. Afr. ii. pl. 64. 
About Kurrichaine (Smith). 


362. HyPHANTORNIS TAHATALI; Ploceus tahatali, A. Smith, 
Rep. p. 50. 
Between the Orange River and the Tropic (Smith). 


367. PLroceus tana ; Euplectes taha, A. Smith, Rep. p. 50; 
Ploceus dubius, Id. loc. cit., fide Bonap. et Layard. 

North and cast of Kurrichaine (Smith); “does not extend 
south of 26°” (Layard)! I take this opportunity of observing 
that it seems to me rather questionable if Bonaparte and Mr. 
Layard are right in regarding Ploceus dubius as P. tahain young 
or non-breeding plumage. Sir Andrew Smith was told by the 
natives that the latter built amongst reeds, the former upon 
trees. 


370. PLoceus (?) LaTHAMI; Loxia lathami, A. Smith, Rep. 
p. 51. i 
Near and beyond Kurrichaine (Smith). 


372. PLOCEPASSER MAHALI, A. Smith, Rep. p. 51. 
Between the Orange River and the Tropic (Smith); Kuru- 


man (Layard). 


389. ESTRELDA ERYTHRONOTA; Æ. lipiniana, A. Smith, Rep. 
p. 49. 
North and east of Kurrichaine (Smith). 
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393. ESTRELDA squamirrons, A. Smith, Rep. p. 49. 
But rarely seen to the southward of Latakoo (Smith); Kuru- 
man and Damaraland (Layard). 


406. PASSER MOTITENSIS; Pyrgita motitensis, A. Smith, 
Rep. p. 50. 

About Old Latakoo (Smith, loc. cit.); sixty miles north of 
the Orange River (Jd. Ill. Zool. S. Afr. ii. text to pl. 114). 


414, FRINGILLARIA (?) AFRICANA; Zonotrichia africana, A. 
Smith, Rep. p. 48. 
Both north and south of Kurrichaine (Smith). 


420. PyrRHULAUDA LEUCOTIS; Fringilla otoleucus, Temm., 
A. Smith, Rep. p. 49. 
Immediately beyond Kurrichaine (Smith). 


429, MEGALOPHONUS sABOTA; Mirafra sabota, A. Smith, ' 
Rep. p. 47. 
Between Latakoo and the Tropic (Smith). 


452. SCHIZÆRHIS CONCOLOR; Corythaix and Corythaixoides (!) 
concolor, A. Smith, S. Afr. Quart. Journ. 2nd ser. p. 48 (Nov. 
1833); Coliphimus concolor, Id. Rep. p. 54. 

The locality given by Sir Andrew in the original description 
of this species (ut supr. cit.) is of the vaguest kind possible, 
being merely “ South Africa, inland of Port Natal”; but on his | 
exploring expedition he became aware of its true habitat, which 
he states is “the country from Kurrichaine to tbe Tropic.” 
Mr. Layard says he has “ only seen it as yet from Damaraland.” 


469. TRACHYPHONUS CAFER (Gmel.); T. vaillanti, Ranz.; 
Polysticte quopopa, A. Smith, Rep. p. 54. 

From Kurrichaine to the Tropic (Smith); Mosilikatzi’s 
country (Layard fide Verreaux). 


524. FRaNCOLINUS SWAINSONI; Perdix swainsoni, A. Smith, 
Rep. p. 54. 

Beyond Kurrichaine (Smith, loc. cit.); immediately south of 
Kurrichaine (Zd. Ill. Zool. S. Afr. i. text to pl. 12). 
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028. FRANCOLINUS SEPHAENA; Perdix sephaena, A. Smith, 
Rep. p. 55 (1836); F. pileatus, Id. Ill. Zool. S. Afr. ii. text to 
pl. 14. 

Banks of the Marikwa and Limpopo Rivers, north of Kur- 
vichaine (Smith). 


537. PTEROCLES GUTTURALIS, A. Smith, Rep. p. 56. 


North and south of Kurrichaine (Smith, loc. cit.), about 
eighty miles east of Latakoo (Zd. Ill. Zool. S. Afr. text to 
pl. 3). 


538. Prrrocies variecatus, Burch., A. Smith, Rep. p. 56. 
Between Latakoo and the Tropic (Smith). 


546. Evropnoris ruricrista ; Otis ruficrista, A. Smith, Rep. 
p. 56. 


Between Latakoo and the Tropic (Smith). “Does not occur 
in the colony” (Layard)! 

We are far from complaining that Mr. Layard has included 
notices of these species, and perhaps a few more, in his 
work. It seems in every way probable that some of them will 
in time be recognized as stragglers to within the line he has 
drawn, and in that character have a far better claim to his at- 
tention than several species known to be from Madagascar, 
India, or even still more distant countries, which he has ad- 
mitted merely because they have been assigned to the Cape 
Colony by Le Vaillant and other questionable authorities. Yet, 
to be consistent, Mr. Layard, we conceive, should also have 
inserted in his useful work some half-dozen more species also 
observed by Sir Andrew Smith during the expedition aforesaid; 
for they have, as it appears to us, equal claim to the privilege. 
These are :— 


(1) Falco semitorquatus, A. Smith, Rep. p. 44. 
Old Latakoo. 


(2) Malaconotus australis, A. Smith, Rep. p. 44. 


_ North of Kurrichaine. 
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(3) Merula litsitsirupa, A. Smith, Rep. p. 45. 
Between the Orange River and Tropic. 


(4) Alauda chuana, A. Smith, Rep. p. 46. 
Beyond Latakoo. 


(5) Cinnyris talatala, A. Smith, Rep. p. 53. 
Between the Orange River and Kurrichaine. 


(6) Chrysoptilus bennetti, A. Smith, Rep. p. 53. 
About and beyond Kurrichaine. 


—together, perhaps, with Chrysoptilis abingoni, A. Smith (Rep. 
p. 53), from the same locality as the last, though it is considered 
by Prof. Sundevall (Consp. Av. Picin. p. 64) to be identical with 
the southern form of Dendromus chrysurus, Sw., Campethera 
chrysura, no. 474 of Mr. Layard’s work. 

Equally scarce with Sir Andrew Smith’s ‘Report’ above 
noticed is the ‘South African Quarterly Journal;’ and as this 
Magazine contains many important papers by him, a few words 
respecting it may not be amiss here. We have not been able 
to find a complete copy of it anywhere, though we have made 
every effort to do so. That in the library of the Zoological 
Society is the most perfect to which we have had access; but in 
it Nos. I. and V. of the first series, and No. 2. part 2 of the 
second are missing. The first, second, and third numbers, 
however, are contained in the library of the Linnean Society, 
and the first and fourth in that of the Colonial Office; but the 
rest we have been unable to meet with. As the dates at which 
the various numbers and parts of this ‘ Journal’ were published 
are of some consequence, owing to the numerous species therein 
described, while they are not given accurately in any biblio- 
graphical work with which we are acquainted*, we think that 
the following brief particulars may not be without interest to 
our readers. 


* The Catalogue of scientific papers recently published by the Royal 
Society omits all notice of this Journal, though, besides Sir Andrew 
Smith’s zoological papers, it contains original articles by Sir John Her- 
schel, Dr. Whewell, and other men of science. 
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“ South African Quarterly Journal. Capetown: 1830.” 
No. I. From Oct. 1829 to Jan. 1830... pp. 1-104* Linn. Soc.t Col. Off. 


No. II. ,, Jan. to April 1830......... pp. 105-224* Linn. Soc.t Zool. Soc. 
No. II. ,, April to duly 1830 ...... pp. 225-344* Linn. Soc.t Zool. Soc. 
No. IV. ,, July to a 1830 . pp. 345-464* Col. OM Zool. Soc. 


Fresh pagination. 


a f Contents on fly- } 
' leafof Z. S. copy 


“Vol. II. September 1835.” 


Sec. Ser. No. 1. part L. Oct. to Dec. 1833...... pp. 1-82 
y o ada TA pp. 33-6+* a 
is Fe i s T O, pp. 65-96 || s i 
s No. 2. part 1 l. Jan. to March 1834... pp. 97-128 
is m A Ono ne pp. 161-192 |) 
a No. 3. ei i. ake to June 1834... pp. 193-224 
of x sees. DP. 225-256* 
E m Eo E TE O T pp. 257-288* } Zool. Soc. 
5 No. 4. part1 i July to Sept. 1834 ... pp. 289-320* | 
is Me RR pp. 321-352 
an a 5 September 1835 ...... pp. 353-888 / 


In conclusion, without criticising Mr. Layarď’s work so 
strongly as a contemporary has lately done, we must express an 
earnest hope that, should it attain a second edition, its author 
will pay much closer attention to the bibliography of his subject. 
There is undoubtedly room for very much improvement in this 
respect, and we are greatly mistaken if such improvement will 
not be highly appreciated by ornithologists.—Ep. | 
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[Continued from ‘The Ibis’ for 1865, p. 8069. | 
15. Monarcua trivircata (Temm.); Gould, Handb. B. 
Austral. i. p. 263. 
The nest and eggs of this very interesting species were for- 
: warded to me in 1865 from South Grafton, by the late Mr. J 


* Contains a paper on birds by Sir A. Smith. t In wrappers. 
| t Wanting sheet “3 E.” 
i 


§ Published in 1831, as appears from Ill. Zool. S. Afr. text to pl. 57 
| Contains a paper on birds by M. Jules Verreaux. 

€T [See also ‘Ibis’ 1867, pp. 413-421.—Ep. | 
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